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ame motiy

At 24, Raiha Johnson bec

to train as a bilin

gual primary s

was for

her, a refresher course in Te Reo Maori.

"| love learning Te Reo and realised that
many of the adults in my class had missed

out on this opportunity when they

were young. | decided then | w tc

introduce Te Reo and Tikanga Maori to

children at a young age."

Raiha studied at the Colleg
E n's campus in Southlar
course was amazing. We were like one
big whan tors and students. It wa
really close-knit team. | learnt about the

u

Maori curriculum and how to incorporate
Maori into mainstream curriculum and

| learnt a lot about myself. The teaching
component was excellent and so
thorough, by the time | went teaching:
felt | was ready.” '

- MAORI

BILINGUAL TEACHING

Now a third year teacher at Wave

Park School in Inve

Years 5 and €

Raiha started a kapa haka

school. There were |6 children in the

igh Raiha says only 10 ¢

them really wanted to b

later when her kapa

at the Polynesian festiv
in Invercargill they were 120 strong — half
of the entire school!

took the stage

"It is making a difference however small. |
feel'my journey has only just begun.”




